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CAPITALISM IN
oF THE A’ AGRIC

Comrades, Chairman and fellow delegates,

We are hiving in trying times. The moribuie
capitalist gystem ‘s in 2 deep and ongoing gensedl,
gurai and cyelical crisis. Dependent capitalism of the
third world is in ¢ deeper and more profound erisis.

The highly developed, ndustrialised Wektern states
are fa(iﬁ'd with £ _'}'l')W"jng (;‘.{',}I']t]"E.d1F-tlf5n54 Thf‘,“y’ have been
and are, trying to solve their crisis by exporting it to the
underdeveloped countries of Asia, AIrg2a, Latin America
and the Caribbedli |
' The third world is caught in 1€ price Scissors of
unequal international trade—buying dear and selling
gheap——high ‘nterest rates, an escglaling debt repayment
proh gim and protectionism. It is phe net exporter of brains
and capital.

Phe plunder of the underdeveloped countries s over
200 billon US dollars annually. In the 1982-89 period,
$he net transfer of profits, principal and interest from
Latin America and the Cartbbean was 106 billion US dgl-
lars: the annual average! for 1981-85 was 36 bidlion US
dollars.

$his plunder notpnly fuels the arms race, whieh
threatens mankind and civilisation. It is also used to
greate tension spotg around the globe.

Fart of this plhinder is used to bribe and corrupt, to
divide and rifle. “This results in inereasing pauperisation
and dependency.

> In 1980, in Latin America and the Caribbean, 10 per
~ Eenb of the super-rich appropriated 40 per cent of the
lational incoine; 40 per cent of the poor at the bottom
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only & per cent of goods and services produced.

A decade ago, a Caricom Summit noted that the re-
‘;;h 0 “unprecedented difficulties” including a 25 per

L inflation rate, a “scandalous” food importation bill
ohe billion dollare and the need for tens of thousands
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Toflay, the Caribbean economy rests precarionsly o
ﬁm and restricted base. In Guyana, under the r,+
riddied and bankrupt economy, the rich are getting richag
in the fare of mass pauperisation. 3

What are the prospects for the southern part of oup
hemisphere? Acoording to the UN Econom’e Commission
for Lat'n America £nd the Caribbean, the 130 million who
were living in conditions of total poverty or crit.cal poverty - o ales
in 1080 will rise to 170 million by the year 2000: the 808 mport restrictions; further Qev:
million who were unemployed and under-emploved in Al S A " atonalisation, in Ke
1980 will reach 112 million in 1995 The foreigpn gebt g; | lm"‘?tlsatioihma";ﬁjsd?;mm “freediOom OF
360 billion dollars (US) in 1985 will grow to nearly 700 P;'eféﬂenmjﬁgo%hy were omi any
bilfion in 1095. |  place” ktk i

The huge fore'gn debt has become an unbearabla & destablq;i ré%f;g}zer?u
purden. It 18 sitnultaneously the cause and effect or a | antd-Us "r *reqsure
eoncenirated expression of the international crisis The B Uﬁneii£99=pm_s
debt repavment crigis is ticking away like a time bomb | to tire,po & bet
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AraRTeEnIing the collapzse of the whole wor apitalls | 2 AN i,
I::‘\Iﬂ'ﬂ}"’] e apse of t wole world capitalist . ’”"ﬂ“.h:m?alnf,%%ﬁc
[n Guyana, like so many other dependent capitalist m’f%%lj@é,tion, pa
sigtes the local! dominant ruling petty-bourgeo:s and A 'li;‘verything is b
preEnE oroups, In collaboration with the m1perlalistr- th p;{iSﬁ'ﬂg crigis-1
2_"‘_’*[.'-'? .T"."IEIT.:’{'-"'J Fvrherried :rr;*:”]a_]_ ?T"pﬂﬁt: [’:{ I U 1 (] TTF) al‘ld WOI'IF ( Ikﬂeiia]iml 1.0 t-lle
Rank are 1 h Loy snlve the ﬁﬂﬂllfi—ﬁ} CTISIS at t-he E‘X.pem . {(21;3%1: Qﬂ'[)];‘tﬂlisnl i . A~ PeasInT |
o the '1.'*f'_‘!?'.!'.‘:i"“-’_f-‘ )€ IT}:r "‘.7“"!:'?“2” resort to s Wage freeze G‘TQ S .[n'Ehe giVen Lsiftuatwﬁ_of a_L_ri;-
pestra it policy, cuts in subsidies on basic eSSeRUIGISSNE hetrayal, the working people are ,‘lL
pUIE I sorial services and dismissal of workers. SUCCESSIRE vém: the government plans 1o el ujl'?’ ars
d*‘“”;“h?ff_*“""’h'r': ],?; s k_.,_d ‘F'(_‘_! N fl f-;j'if--,H fT;r~!p}r] = f‘;hﬂ,]‘p lj'educ ﬁ ((;;Vﬂﬂﬂ)ln debt SE‘I‘ViCing, (200 ':‘d:_h_,._* .
i [iving standards R ON \ {;l:il-fent revenue) —nearly 900 mﬂ] 2l " AnTiae |
The work'me people’s struggles in defence of their l 1986, But it refuse
]i‘lfj'f_'}::f gtandarads are met bv bureaucra “:;i"zldlﬂ'lniﬂtra:tive .i | Aimmar ti \ T
and polognilitary methods. Snce the 135-day \Sugar | have heen paid smce 1981, ACCOTL :.itll:t' 3 d
WOrkers strike in 1977, 211 major strikes are deegt pols 1 official cost of living index figures. oy
H
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ningmum wage of 30 Guyana S & U

|1 anes T
e o provide the exeuse for intervention by thdInilivary Guyana dollars at the official ‘ T10RB.
and para-military forces incidentally between 1977 anc Rl
' The minorily, undemocratic PNC regime'in 1984 usad declined by 48 per cent! d rampan
As Bt_.alfrn maiority in the National Assembly to enact 131'“!u In the face of devaluam m _tvimns O
EROUr Amendment Act, which upset a Supreme COUﬂ Guyana government o 4
481N an favour of the workers, legalised the non-pays indexation of wages 10 C s
i t “__t a%l4 u.day minimum wage in 1979 and p-ractic ly _.
. SEEd Uhe right to collective bargaining. AN public seCtOESSS

- I
- I—
Ll
a

_Qﬁt‘mt‘-‘lnnﬁ are carried out through the Guyans -il '

e UDiON Cangress (GTUC), which the ruling parfs
U i thro 0 undemocratic practices and maniptiis s
compay iy Wl U( 18'33}113 reduced to the status of “collective
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especia.lly on the debt problem. We say: susnen
payments or pay only a part, m un he saviy
wages and salaries, increase ons, |

and improve gocial services. mﬁ
with the people, not against them. S0

Above all, we must fight for a broad-b@sed rev
ary- demucratlc government with the vork
and radical intelligentsia playing the les d o
role. Without democracy and the people it ‘avve
ment at all levels, there can be no s -_ progress

We must couple the struggle tm: INOCTACY ar )’
ing people’s power with the fight for peace “ ﬁl
ment. Peace, disarmament and de t ﬁ
linked, The Soviet initiatives on- disarmm
fully supported.

Our call for a New International Economic ]
formation Order must be asgociated with a call for ds
and peaceful coexistence. We must not permit the in
alists and their lackeys/to split the working Ma _'
their cold war anti commaunist hysteria. .

We salute the 50th-Anniversary of Trade Unionis:
Irinidad and Tobago: New vistas are openm up
working masses. In-ihe same way that work 58 8

trade union struggles heightened after the er
crisis of world cam‘sa.lwm——the Great De

80 loday, with eapitalism’s deep-seated |
unperiansm’s ulability to solve problems mth

scriptions and-CB1 palliatives, mf.'rospect& m
revol utional;;;u ade unmnism and working p

LcQg live Trade Union unity! gl
live the Caribbean dee n n M

Long Live Proletarian Int¢ al
,q.,f - Forward ever, blcm WI

. Copyrlght © Nadlra Jagan Branaer 2000 |
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